Wisdom and Destiny

finds words of peace that he can whisper
low to his guest on the threshold. We
should let no opportunity for happiness
escape us, and the simplest causes of
happiness should be ever stored in our
soul. It is well, at first, to know happiness
as men conceive it, so that, later, we may
have good reason for preferring the happi-
ness of our choice. For, herein, it is not
unlike what we are told of love. To
know what real love should be we must
have loved profoundly, and that first love
must have fled. It is well to know
moments of material happiness, since they
teach us where to look for loftier joys;
and all that we gain, perhaps, from
listening to the hours that babble aloud
in their wantonness is that we are
slowly learning the language of the
hours whose voice is hushed. And
of these there are many; they come in
battalions, so close on the heels of each
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